DUNDALK HARBOUR. 



RETURN to an Order of the Honourable The House of Commons, 
dated 1 8 May 1 863 ;—Jbr, 



COPY “ of Correspondence with the Fisheries Commissioners regarding 
Trolling in the Harbour of Dundalk.” 



Office of Public Works, Dublin,! 
11 June 1863. J 



By Order, 

E. HORNSBY, 

Secretary. 



COPY of Correspondence with the Fisheries Commissioners regarding 
Trawling in the Harbour of Dundalk. 



West of England Life and Fire Insurance Company, 
Sir, Dundalk Agency, 11 February 1862. 

A bye-law was made by the Commissioners of Fisheries in Ireland, about 
seven or eight years ago, prohibiting the use of trawl nets in the Bay of Dun- 
dalk, within Clogher Head and Cooley Point. Owing to the great scarcity of fish 
in the Dundalk market, arising principally from the inefficiency of the means at 
present adopted for taking same, it is contemplated by the inhabitants to 
make application to the Fishery Commissioners to annul the present bye-law. 
I have been requested to ascertain on what grounds the Commissioners considered 
it necessary or beneficial to make said bye-law. Any information you can 
give me on this subject I shall be much obliged for. 

Your, &c. 

W. J. Ffennell, Esq. (signed) JVm. Robert Rogers , jun. 



West of England Life and Fire Insurance Company, 
gj r Dundalk Agency, 11 February 1862. 

A bye-law was made by the Commissioners of Fisheries in Ireland, about 
seven or eight years ago, prohibiting the use of trawl nets in the Bay of Dun- 
dalk, within Clogher Head and Cooley Point. Owing to the great scarcity of fish 
in the Dundalk market, arising principally from the inefficiency of the means at 
present adopted for taking same, it is contemplated -by the inhabitants to 
make application to the Fishery Commissioners to annul the present bye-law. 
I have been requested to ascertain on what grounds the Commissioners considered 
it necessary or beneficial to make said bye-law. Any information you can give 
me on this subject I shall be much obliged for. 

Your, &c. 

James R. Barry, Esq. (signed) Wm. Robert Rogers, jun. 
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CORRESPONDENCE, &c. RELATIVE TO 



Department of Fisheries. 



v/mee Ui ruouc works, Dublin, 

T Sir ’ 15 February 1862. 

JH reply to your letter of the 11th instant, relative to the bye-law for m-o 
hibitmg trawling in Dundalk Bay within prescribed limits, and requesting to be 
informed on what grounds the Commissioners considered it necessary o° bene 
hcial to make said bye-law, 1 am directed to state that it was made on evidence 
taken by the Commissioners at public meeting. 



Wm. R. Rogers, Esq., jun.. 

West of England Life and Fire Insurance 
Company’s Office, Dundalk. 



I am, &c. 

(signed) Edward Hornsby, 

Secretary. 



xtt’ i • r Dundalk, 11 April 1862 

I ou P le f e mf ?™ ° n what d ay the Commissioners of Fisheries next 
meet for the discharge of the business of their department. The memorial men- 
tioned in my letter of the 11th February ult. being ready for presentation, I am 
anxious to bring u before the Board on the first opportunity. 



E. Hornsby, Esq., 

Office of Public Works, 

Department of Fisheries. 



Your, &c. 

(signed) Wm. Robert Rogers, jun 



Department of Fisheries. 

Sir Office of Public Works, Dublin, 

I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter dated the* 11th instant 
uame°a r d e ay to rec^e^ ^hen received the Board will 

Win. Robbers, Es,, jun., «*iP ' W* 

Secretary. 



^ est England Life and Fire Insurance Company, 

~i 1 b,! ,o - 'i~ i~ -A 

Your, &c. 

E. Hornsby, Esq. (EISMd) Wm ' " Rolert Bo V ers ’ j un - 



xo the Honourable the Commissioners of Fisheries in Ireland. 

The Humble Memorial of the Inhabitants of Dundalk and of its neighbourhood, 
Shewetl i, 

headlands "or^loghe?H° ad and Cranleld 3 ? 41 ' 8 / 1 ® 1 '!? of , flshin 6 w!t h trawI nets within the 
Honourable Board. ^ ld Pomt ’ m,der the contro1 and jurisdiction of your 

quality ‘ ie 53id tay !S We " St ° cked With fish of descriptions, and of errcelle.it 

That 
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That from time immemorial, the aforesaid bay was fished with trawl nets, and large 
quantities of fish brought into the fish market of Dundalk for the use of the inhabitants. 

That, in pursuance of the powers vested in the Commissioners of Fisheries in Ireland, a 
bye-law was passed, bearing date the 14th day of February 1851, prohibiting the use of 
trawl nets within the headlands hereinbefore mentioned. 

That the only means now used for taking fish in said bay, is by hand lines and set lines, and 
that the supply of fish brought into the market is, and has been for a long time past, inad- 
equate to the wants of the town, and the exorbitant price demanded for fish renders it an 
article of food of great luxury. 

That application was made to the Commissioners of Fisheries in Ireland by letter, dated 
the 11th da_v of February 1862, respecting said bye-law, and requesting information as to 
the grounds on which the Commissioners considered it necessary or beneficial to make said 
bye-law in respect to the Bay of Dundalk. 

That a reply, dated the 15th day of February 1862, was received from the Fisheries 
Department of the Office of Public Works in Ireland, stating that said bye-law was “ made 
on evidence taken by the Commissioners at public meetings.” 

That your memorialists have made due and diligent inquiry on the subject, and have been 
unable to ascertain that any public meetings were held in Dundalk, prior to the passing of 
said bye-law, as far as regards the Bay of Dundalk, or that any notice of said meetings (if 
held) was circulated in the town of Dundalk. 

And your memorialists further say they have examined persons acquainted with fishing 
with trawl nets, and with the Bay of Dundalk, and competent to give an opinion as to 
whether injury would probably arise, or be caused to the spawn of fish in said Bay of Dun- 
dalk by the use of trawl nets. And your memorialists have ascertained that no injury to 
the spawn would arise or be caused by the use of same. 

Your memorialists therefore beg your Honourable Board to examine into, and take 
into your favourable consideration, the facts above stated, and to rescind the bye-law 
before alluded to ; and to make such regulations to permit the use of trawl nets within 
the headlands of Clogher Head and Cranfield Point, as will enable the inhabitants of 
Dundalk to obtain a supply of fish suitable to their wants. 

And your memorialists will ever pray. 

Robert Haig , Chairman, 

Dundalk Harbour Improvement Commissioners. 

John M. Nugent, J. P., Chaiiman, Town Commissioners. 



John Broume , M. D., T. C. 

James Shekleton, H. C., T. C. 

Edward H. Macardle , H. C., T. C-. 
Joseph Farrell, H. C., Agent for Lloyd’s. 
Peter Duffy, T. C. 

S. Brown , II. C. 

James Murphy, H. C. 

Owen Devlin, T. C. 

Russell Pattam, T. C. 

Henry Backhouse, H. C. 

Richard Verdon, H. C. 

Denis Callan, T. C. 

William Robson , H. C., T. C. 

Michael Kelly , J. P., H. C., and T. C. 
Augustus W. Jocelyn, Mayor, 

J. P.,H. C.,T. C. 

John O' Hare, T. C., and H. C. 

J. E. Caraher, H. C., T. C., P. L. G. 
Patrick Wynne , J.P., H. C., and T. C. 
Thomas Tarleton. 

James Murtagh, T. C. 

Thomas M‘ Mahon, T. C.- 
John JLaivless, H. Master. 



Clermont. 

John Georye Coddington. 

J. Murphy , J. P. 

Joseph Dickie, Solicitor. 

Charles M. H. Denvir, Solicitor. 

Patrick James Byrne, Solicitor. 

H. Shekleton, Secretary to Grand Jury-, 
County Louth. 

Joseph Cartan. 

Philip Callan. 

J. D. Macalester. 

Edward Jipping, J. P. 

Thomas Browne, Clerk Peace, Louth. 
Travey Wright. 

E. K. Supple, L.J.C. 

Patrick Dondale. 

James Tipping, J. P. 

William Robert Royers, Junior, Solicitor. 
John A. Haig. 

James Tallan. 

E. G. Brunker, m. d. 

Neicton Pirn, b. a. 

William Robert Rogers, Solicitor. 



Note . — H. C. means Harbour Commissioner, and T. C., Town Council. 



8 April 1 862. 
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CORRESPONDENCE, &c. RELATIVE TO 



Department of Fisheries. 

Office of Public Works, Dublin 

Sir, . 22 April 1862. 

I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, dated the 14th instant 
forwarding a memorial from the inhabitants of Dundalk and of its neighbourhood’ 
praying that the bye-law prohibiting trawling in Dundalk Bay may be rescinded • 
and I am to state in reply, that as this is a subject of considerable importance’ 
the Board have decided, before any further changes with regard to the law’ 
affecting trawling shall be made, that the question of trawling generally on the 
whole coast of Ireland shall he practically investigated. 

Memorialists shall receive the earliest intimation of the Board’s final decision. 

I am, Stc. 

(signed) Edward Hornsby, Secretary. 

Wm. Robert Rogers, Esq., jun., 

Dundalk. 



Department of Fisheries. 

Sir, Franeis-street, Dundalk, 19 May 1862. 

I BEG to call your attention to your letter, dated 23d April ult., acknowledg. 
ing receipt of memorial from the inhabitants of Dundalk respecting the bye-law 
prohibiting trawling in the bay of Dundalk, and further stating that the subject 
berag of great importance would be practically investigated. I have been 
requested to ascertain if any steps have been taken by the Board in the matter 
and if the inhabitants of Dundalk will have the opportunity of attending and 
giving evidence regarding the subject of their memorial, when such investigation 
takes place. D 

I am, kc. 

E. Hornsby, Esq. (signed) Wm. Robert Rogers, jun. 



Department of Fisheries. 



o- Office of Public Works, Dublin, 

„ r 27 1862 . 

in] I*" etter a°v f tte 19ti instant - ™ behalf of some of the 

t?a?nn in?n f D T “ d ” I ? hbo “ rilood the subject of the practical inves- 
* h b .*‘ “ -1° ln ,f ner f 7 on . the ' vbole coast of Inland before any further 
mv letter of ,1 23d df “ 6 ? ^ b ^ laws relati ”S ^eto, Averted to in 
fnnitv of ff • • I * ’ a , nd re ,‘l uestln g t0 k °ow if they will have an oppor- 

Boarl to statlf hJt "If T Subject ° f their memoria1 ’ I am directed by P the 
Thai enable fhf me v f de T°v ““ b e made without such an inquiry as 

rive such ilhW !8and . otll f s tested to make such statements, and 
gi\e such evidence, as may sustain tbeir case. 



Wm. Robert Rogers, Esq., jun., 
Franeis-street, Dundalk. 



I am, kc. 

(signed) Edward Hornsby, Secretary. 



Dundalk Bay Fishery. 

o- West of England Life and Fire Insurance Company, 

-r ’ , , „ Dundalk Agency, 13 June 1862. 

thememfriiTo h f°fb U T t 0 f ° rW T ardt0 the Coinmis sioners of Fisheries iu Ireland 
andTimfd ft lb ^ T °? n " . I “P ro ™ ment Commissioners of Dundalk, adopted 

before g the Blrd ^^n^polsiht; 8 ^ “ d "*" ,t that Eame be Iaid 

-n tt -l tv I am, &c. 

orns y, sq. (signed) Wm. Robert Rogers, jun. 
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To the Honourable the Commissioners of Fisheries in Ireland. 

The humble Memorial of the Town’s Improvement Commissioners of Dundalk, 

Sheweth, 

That a memorial, signed by the chairman and members of the Board of Town’s Improve- 
ment Commissioners of Dundalk, the chairman and members of the Board of the Dundalk 
Harbour Improvement Commissioners, the local magistrates, and many other persons, was, 
on the 14th day of April 1862, forwarded to your Honourable Board, representing certain 
facts connected with the Bay of Dundalk, as, by reference to said memorial will appear, 
and praying, among other things, that a certain bye-law nv-ide by the Commissioners of 
Fisheries in Ireland, dated the 14th day of February 1851, whereby the use of trawl nets 
was prohibited on a part of the east coast of Ireland, within the headlands of Clogher 
Head and Cranfield Point, might be rescinded, to enable the inhabitants of Dundalk to 
obtain a supply of fish suitable to their wants. 

That a letter from your secretary, dated the 23d day of April last past, was received, 
acknowledging the receipt of said memorial from the inhabitants of Dundalk and its neigh- 
bourhood, and further stating, “ that, as this is a subject of considerable importance, the 
Board have decided, before any further changes with regard to the law affecting trawling 
shall be made, that the question of trawling generally, on the whole coast of Ireland, shall 
be practically investigated. Memorialists shall receive the earliest intimation of the Board’s 
final decison.” 

That a considerable time having elapsed after the forwarding of the memorial above 
referred to, and the. acknowledgment of the receipt of same, and your memorialists not 
having received any intimation of the practical investigation referred to in the letter of your 
secretary, above referred to, and the grievances complained of in said memorial being still 
in existence, a letter was addressed to your secretary, dated the 19th day of May last 
(reference being therein made to the memorial above-mentioned, and the reply acknow- 
ledging receipt thereof), requesting information as to whether any steps had been taken by 
your Honourable Board towards the practical investigation of the subject-matter of the 
memorial, and if, on the said investigation, the inhabitants of Dundalk would have an 
opportunity of attending and giving evidence as to the facts stated in their memorial. 

Thai a reply from your secretary, dated the 27th day of May last, was received, acknow- 
ledging the receipt o'f said letter of the 19th of May then instant, on behalf of some of 
the inhabitants of Dundalk and neighbourhood, reference being also therein made to said 
memorial before referred to. Said reply went on to state, “ I am directed by the Board to 
state that no final decision can be made without such an inquiry as shall enable the inhabit- 
ants and others imerested to make such statements, and give such evidence, as may sustain 

^ That S £i "period of upwards of eight weeks has now elapsed since said memorial was for- 
warded to your Honourable Board'. That the scarcity of the supply of fish has been severely 
felt by the inhabitants of Dundalk, arising, as your memorialists believe, from the reasons 

stated in said memorial of the 14th of April last. . 

That your memorialists are elected by the ratepayers of the town, ana represent the inte- 
rests and wishes of said ratepayers and of the town generally. ... 

That most commodious market buildings have been lately erected in the town; and your 
memorialists, in the discharge of their duty in the improvement of the town are desirous 
that a fish market, well supplied with good and wholesome fish, should be established. 

Your memorialists, therefore, respectfully and earnestly urge upon your Honourable 
Board to take into your immediate consideration the subject-matter of this memorial, 
and of the memorial of the 14th of April last, and to give such relief m the matter as 
the nature of the case may require, and to your Honourable Board shall seem meet. 

And your memorialists will pray. 

(signed) John M. Nugent, J. P., 

13 June 1868. Chairman Town’s Improvement Commissioners. 



Department of Fisheries. 

Office of Public Works, Dublin, 

16 June 1862. 

I beg to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, dated the 13th instant, trans- 
mitting a memorial from the Town’s Improvement Commissioners of Dundalk, 
urging upon this Board the immediate consideration of the said and former 
memorial (dated the 14th April last), in reference to the rescinding of the existing 
bye-law relating to trawling in Dundalk Bay, and I am directed, in reply, o 
state, that since the Board informed the Dundalk Town Council of their intention 
to have a public investigation on the subject of trawl fishing generally, a Bill nas 
363. a 3 been 
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been brought into Parliament, and which has been referred to a Committee. By 
this Bill, power to make bye-laws regarding trawling in bays, is not given to th» 
Commissioners ; and, under those circumstances, and pending the decision of 
Parliament, it appears unadvisable to institute inquiries on the subject. 

I am, &c. 

(signed) Edward Hornsby, 

Wm. Robert Rogers, Esq.,jun., Secretary 

Dundalk. J 



Dundalk Bay Fishery. 

t . ,, . _ , Dundalk, 28 June 1862. 

l am directed bv the Dundalk Tpwn’s Improvement Commissioners to inquire 
on what day the Commissioners of Fisheries would receive a deputation from 
their board on the subject of their memorials, already forwarded, and to express 
their desire to have said deputation received on an early day. 

I am, & c. 

rp. 0 (signed) Wm. Robert Rogers, iun. 

lhe Secretary, ° J 

Department of Fisheries. 



Department of Fisheries. 



q. Office of Public Works, Dublin, 

t j: , j , . . _ 30 June 1862. 

i am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, dated the 28th instant 
requesting to he informed on what day this Board would receive a deputation 
from the Towns Improvement Commissioners of Dundalk, in reference to the 
“T =01/ ‘hem memorial on trawling in Dundalk Bay, and I am to state, in 
le P ! y. Wednesday nest, the 2d proximo, at one o’clock. 



Wm. Robert Rogers, Esq., jun., 
Dundalk. 



I am, &c. 

(signed) Edward Hornsby , 

Secretary. 



T A . , , , , . Dundalk, 1 July 1862. 

J“ 4ect to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 30th ultimo, in 
reference to the deputation from the Dundalk Town’s Improvement Commis- 
taSon' IfTr regret that the day fixed afforded them such short 

f i n Boa [ 5 de , te, : mi, ' atI011 t0 receive them, that they would be 
would tf the “?? veS °u th , e °PP ortunit y- If Thursday, the 10th instant, 

would not’ = h -7 wou d ’ r that day ’ be iappy t0 wait on the Board - If that da y 

attend. ’ 7 Sabsequent da y named ‘he Board, the deputation will 



I am, &c. 

Secretary, Office of Public Works, Wm ' E ° bt Rl>iler5 ’ j U “’ 

Department of Fisheries. 
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Department of Fisheries. 

Office of Public Works, 

Sir, _ Dublin, 7 July 1862. 

With reference to your letter of the 1st instant, I am directed to' state, in 
reply, that the Chairman and Deputy Chairman are at present out of town ; but 
on their return I shall communicate with you, fixing a day on which they will 
be prepared to receive the deputation of the Dundalk Town’s Improvement 
Commissioners. 

I am, &c. 

(signed) W. Mooney, 

Wm. Robt. Rogers, Esq., jun., pro-Secretary. 

Dundalk. 



Department of Fisheries. 

Office of Public Works, 

Sir a Dublin, 25 July 1862. 

Adverting to my letter of the 7th instant, with reference to the subject of 
trawling in Dundalk Bay, I am directed to state that the Chairman, having 
returned to town, the Board will be prepared to receive the deputation from 
the Dundalk Town’s Improvement Commissioners, on Thursday next, the 31st 
instant. 

I am, &c. 

(signed) W. Mooney , 

Wm. Robt. Rogers, Esq., jun., pro-Seeretary. 

Dundalk. 



West of England Life and Fire Insurance Company, 
Sir, Dundalk Agency, 20 July 1862. 

I am directed to acknowledge tlie receipt of yours of the 25th instant, and to 
state, in reply, that the deputation from the Dundalk Town’s Improvement 
Commissioners will wait on the Board on Thursday, the 31st instant, at half- 
past 11 o’clock, a. m., at which hour I hope it will suit the convenience of 
the Board to receive them, to enable them to return by the one o clock p.m. 



a am, at.. 

(signed) Wm. Robt. Rogers , jun. 

Department of Fisheries. 



Department of Fisheries. 

Office of Public W T orks, 

Si r? ' Dublin, 29 July 1862. 

In reply to your letter of the 26th instant, I am directed to inform you that 
the Board will be prepared to receive the deputation ot the Dundalk Tovn s 
Improvement Commissioners at half-past 11 o’clock on Thursday nex , as 
mentioned by you. 

I am, &c. 

(signed) Edward Hornsby , 

Wm. Robt. Rogers, Esq., jun., Secretary. 

Dundalk. 
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Extract from Board’s Minutes, Slst July 1862. 

Dundalk Bay. — Trawling. 

Deputation. 

Mr. Carroll, Chairman of the Town Commissioners, and Mr. Ro°-ers attend 
to represent the feelings of the inhabitants of Dundalk, to have the bye-law nro- 
hibiting trawling rescinded. 1 

Mr. Carroll states, Mr. Haigh, Chairman of the Harbour Commissioners was 
obliged to go away on urgent business, or he would also have attended. 

After conference, the Board decide on complying with the request of the depu 
tation to grant a public inquiry at Dundalk, to take place on Tuesday the 12th 
August. Notices to be issued to that effect. 

The deputation thanked the Board, and retired. 



Department of Fisheries. 



Office of Public "Works, Dublin 

r j- , , , . , 31 July 1862. 

I AM directed to inform you, for the information of the Town’s Improvement 
Commissioners of Dundalk, that the Board have fixed Tuesday, the 12th 
proximo, for the meeting to be held at Dundalk in reference to trawling 



Yl m. .Robert Rogers, Esq., jun., 
Dundalk. 



I am, &c. 

(signed) Edward Hornsby, 
Secretary. 



may“e Ibrto'rivfso^^^ yoOTmeetin g some fi^herm^ 

may be able to give some information as to the fishing in Dundalk Bay. 

To the Chairman. , • Ji am ’ 

(signed) John Baker. 



this Toasrinfhave 1 ** 7°^ yearS Vessels upon 

both g t r o7e “' aWl SW Wil ‘ be 

I have, &c. 

(signed) George Blackburne. 



Teazling Meeting at Dundalk. 



This meeting was held pursuant to notice 
was numerously and respectably attended. 
el S ht ln favor »- of rescinding the bye-law 



Office of Public Works, Dublin, 

14 August 1802. 

on Tuesday, the 12th instant. It 
Twelve witnesses were examined, 
against trawling between Dunany 



Point 
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Point and Cranfield Point, and four against it. Numberless witnesses on both 
sides may have been had, but, after an inquiry of nearly six hours, there appeared 
no prospect of getting further information. It is quite clear that the authorities 
of Dundalk, as well as the great body of the inhabitants, are anxious to have the 
benefit of the increased supply of fish, which they believe would, in a great 
measure, be confined to the boats of the locality, and that if they thought it 
probable that the large boats of Dublin would resort to the bay, they would not 
feel disposed to open the fishery ; but they believe that they are protected from 
any such chance by the shoalness of the bay. 

There is a nest of line fishers at Soldiers’ Point, Blackrock, Lurgan Green, 
and Annagassen ; there are nearly 40 boats. From April till September they are 
in the habit of fishing at night for black soles ; they shoot their long lines, and, 
if the night be not good, leave them till morning. When trawling was prac- 
tised, they frequently lost their lines, and the fear of such loss constitutes their 
greatest objection to the trawl net. The inhabitants of Dundalk complain that 
the fish taken by those line fishermen is not available for the supply of their 
market, being sold on the spot to dealers and cadgers, while the fishermen assert 
that it is only because they cannot get a fair price in the town that they sell at 
better prices to persons who take the fish into the country, or sometimes to the 
Dublin market The evidence on both sides is as conflicting and as embarrassing 
as usual. I certainly do not think the partial opening of Dundalk Bay could 
be tolerated, but it is very questionable whether it may not be expedient to 
permit the use of the trawl net along the whole eastern coast for a year, if only 
to ascertain what effect it would produce, and what the state of the preserved 
ground is. It has been asserted by some of the witnesses that the practice of 
trawling, even outside of the limits in the channel, has been the cause of the re- 
markable scarcity of round fish for some years, and of nearly the extinction of a 
fish which once abounded, the haddock-. 

The fishermen who took the deepest interest in rescinding the bye-law were 
trawlers from Clogher Head and Balbriggan ; their appearance and general de- 
meanour present a great contrast to the miserable condition and violent manners 
of the poor line fishers. 

One most important point deserving of attention seems to be the very injurious 
effects of the destruction of small and unsizable fish, scarcely fit for anything 
but feeding pigs, by a description of net called foot nets, or small seines, 
generally with mesh not larger than herring mesh, and often smaller; they 
prevail much towards Clogher Head. 

Upon the whole, I should feel disposed to leave matters as they are for the 
present, until the Board shall determine upon a more extended system of relaxa- 
tion in the regulations against trawling in bays. 

(signed) J. R. Barry. 



Dundalk Bay. — Trawling. 

Sir, Office of Public Works, 10 September 1862. 

Pursuant to the Board’s instructions, I accompanied Mr. Barry to hold an 
inquiry in Dundalk, on the 12th August last, as to the propriety of repealing 
the bye-law prohibiting trawling in Dundalk Bay; and herewith submit the 
minutes of evidence taken on that occasion for the Board’s information. 

I have very little hesitation in recommending for the Board s approval that 
the bye-law made in 1861, prohibiting trawling on this east coast, should be 
repealed, and I do so on the following grounds : — 

Firstly. There was no evidence taken previous to the maki ng of this bye-law 
at Dundalk. 

Secondly. The evidence taken at Clogher Head, at which place a meeting was 
held in 1850, would not appear to have been sufficiently conclusive as to show 
that trawling was doing any injury in Dundalk Bay, or likely to do so ; . but that, 
on the contrary, trawling in 15 or 16 fathoms of water was as likely to injure the 
lines as inshore trawling, and that the Dublin trawlers did not fish inside the 
headlands or in shoal water. 

363 . B Thirdly. 
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Thirdly. The evidence taken on the late inquiry at Dundalk goes to show that 
when trawling was carried on in Dundalk Bay, a large supply of the finest flat 
fish, including plaice, up to 16 lbs. weight, was obtained; but that since it was 
prohibited, the fishing has been getting worse every year ; that previous to the bye 
law there was, according to the evidence of a coast-guard stationed at Soldiers" 
Point and Clogher Head for a number of years, “ 20 times as much fish as since*- 
that he lias seen 20 score of fine prime fish taken by one trawl-boat that at 
the time trawling was permitted, the line-men were getting- large quantities of 
fish, considerably more than now; that when trawling was going on there was 
plenty of fish, and none to be liad since ; that the line-men were in the habit of 
shooting their lines after the trawlers had scraped the ground and getting plenty 
of fish ; and that since the bye-law was made the fishermen have become mise- 
rably poor, and not getting any quantity of fish. 

Fourthly. There were, previous to the bye-law, at Clogher Head, seven boats 
trawling, of from 20 to 25 tons, and six of these vessels are now lying wrecked 
for want of fishing, as the people had to give them up when prohibited trawling 
Fifthly. If the bye-law be now repealed, and trawling permitted, it will give 
an impetus to the trade of fishing, and afford a good deal of employment to the 
coast population, as it has been stated at the meeting that, should the bye-law be 
rescinded, some new trawl-boats would be immediately set to work.' At the 
several inquiries that have been held from time to time on this subject it has 
always been asserted that the trawling had injured the spawn of the herriuo-g 
and driven them off the coast. The most complete contradiction has be°en 
afforded to these statements this and last year, as on the very ground where the 
trawlers have worked on the east coast by day, the herring- nets are shot by 
night, and I believe, in the memory of the oldest man, there lias never been such 
a take of herrings as this year. 

The same circumstance has occurred in Galway Bay, where at least 10 of the 
largest trawlers afloat in Irish waters are at work daily. 

Under these circumstances, and that it has been sworn to at the late inquiry 
that when the trawlers were working on the east coast, previous to the bye-law 
they got plenty of fish, and never got any worth taking- since, I have considered 
it but right to recommend the repeal of the bye-law of 1851, 14th February. 



E. Hornsby, Esq. 



I have, &c.. 

(signed) Thos. F. Brady. 



Dundalk Bay. — Trawling. 

Minutes of Evidence taken at Dundalk, 12th August 1862. 

James Trainor, Examined. 

sinS‘hr S wt'l\ Bay of ,® u ” dalk - Wa ? trawling in it for a number of years. Is a fisherman 
arohibiti™ it b - li T aS u °™ er ° f \ lrawler at one time before the bye-law was made 
Lw that the t f ebay '- He Eever t0 “k up spawn in his net, except turbot spawn. Never 
X e i1 * w “ “jurtous to spawn, winch he found was always from low-water mark 

buovs „ 1 r f OIL , I !”° t trawI the, ' e - Tn,wled from Gll ee’ a Quay across to the 
S i f „ 2i , t0 6 fathoms ’ acr oss to the outer buoy, and from the second buoy 

L aboit ^ TV? ‘° 7 fathomB 0n the oo'tb- The vise of tide in the bay 

r p :™:U7thatX S aelIo n m lhlt lme ° f trawlins be “>° k ‘acbol 

of 7 T 1 ? ™ Stored 12 tons ; a beam trawl, 28 to 34 feet beam ; weight 

not teTtbe h. * ffb * ““'I e?Ch .' ■ He neVer used a smo11 “eshed net in the bay, but could 
to W Tble ,1 ”, u' S tr .” 1 net - He su PP°=es it was three inches from knot 

t n ° Ve '' 'o T ° f fte 5essd - and never noticed spawn. Did not 

rawlnTl 8 learned a large mesh. About nine or ten years ago he was 

foul eremnd V.°t 6 +? aSt ®9° dand - He to °k up spawn near the buoys near 

He S ?,'« K T7 be °," ter bu °5' and the second buoy. Itwas turbot spawn, 

fished to 14 SLTT 1 dld ",° r tknow him8elf - 14 ™ all stringing together/ Has 
not sav he toot . ° W& er ,? a / Ulres / Reek, outside the boundary line. He could 
that* the traww/ ° D There was a complaint from the line fishermen 

boats then in Dnnd^V t • C0I fi e i - mto t ^ le ^ a y ^’ om Clogher Head. There were only two 
and trawler^ d k D- fi r ? hmg Was then carried on extensively. When both hookers 

and trawlers were working, the lme-men used to get plenty of fish, and also the trawlers. 

The 
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The complaints were made then that the trawlers came in by night and took away the lines. 
He has taken up some bits of lines that were broken away. There was plentv of fish when 
trawling was going on, and none to be had since. There were very few fishermen in Dun- 
dalk that time, only two boats’ crews. His opinion was that when the ground was scraped 
they would get more fish. He knows when the lines were shot after the trawls they would 
get more fish. It scrapes up the food, and the fish congregate on the ground. His trawl 
would not take small fish. He would not come in on the shoals where the small fish are. 
He has seen the trawlers scraping the ground, and the line-men shooting after her and getting 
plenty of fish. 

Michael Rice. 

Lives at Bellurgan Point, the other side of Soldiers’ Point; is a farmer and fisherman. 
He has trawled in Dundalk Bay. It is a long time since he commenced fishing. The last 
time he trawled was about 11 or 12 years ago; he generally trawled from Salterslown to 
Giles’s Quay, taking the second buoy, and sometimes outside that. Something used to come 
up on the sole rope like spawn, but he could not say it was spawn ; that was in deep water. 
He fishes now, and is getting a good supply. The fish spawn in shallow water. He cannot 
say whether trawling would be injurious or not if allowed. He has used a draft net in the 
river, and got in it from a sturgeon to a flounder ; some very small fish, but took no small 
fish in his trawl net ; the mesh was too large. 

Cross-examined. — In his trawl he could not tell if he ever took spawn. He did not take 
up any lines to his knowledge when trawling. He now fishes with a draft net for Mr. 
Tipping, and sometimes with lines, with bush thorns, on the sand. There is no small mesh 
net now to his knowledge along the bay. Recollects the bay a long time. Herrings used 
to fall in sometimes ; the people do not look after them as formerly; the men are too poor. 
He is not aware of the great take on the east coast ; considers there was no success in the 
bay since trawling was prohibited. Trawling never did injury to the haddock ; it took large 
plaice and turbot, which seldom take bait ; there are very large plaice in the bay, up to 
16 lbs. weight. He does not know whether fish of that weight is taken now. There are 
only a few soles taken ; the bay is not remarkable for soles. The mussel-beds are greatly 
diminished by exporting to Liverpool as much as they can get every season ; they are taken 
by arappling, dragged against, the tide. They do not use dredges, as they consider that mode 
of taking them injurious to the fishing. 

Cross-examined. — Has used lines out of the boat himself; fishes with them now on the 
strand in shoal water. 



Thomas Carvil, Balbriggan. 

Is a fisherman 40 years ; fishing exclusively, except for about three years he was coasting ; 
trawlino- almost all the time, and herring fishing also on all the east coast, in every bay, and 
twice in Dundalk Bay. Is owner and master of a trawler, 22 tons register belonging to 
Balbrio-gan ; her trawl beam is 38 feet; irons, about six stone each. Since the bye-law he 
has trawled outside the limits; and since that was done, fit is only a, miserable life, not getting 
any quantity of fish. Remembers before the bye-law was made, they were taking treble the 
quantity that thev do now. Sometimes they fish in the deep. At this time ot the year the 
fish come into the shoal water after spawning. No fish ever spawns on clear ground in 
shallow water ; they spawn in deep rough ground, and the young fish come into the shoal 
to fatten. The trawl scrapes up food for the fish, razors and cockles, <fcc. baw the line 
men shooting their lines on the same ground after the trawl had gone over it, and sometimes 
they would aet plenty of fish, and at other times they were scarce enough, the hsn go m 
shoals, and if got to-day may not be got to-morrow. Saw at the time before the law was 
passed, 10 fish to one now. The haddocks have failed ; he cannot say that is caused by 
want of trawling. There is plenty of herrings where the trawling is earned on now down 
at Howth, on the same around on which the trawlers work; that is outside the hmits fixed 
by the bye-law. The trawling has no effect on herring fishing ; the great shoals ot Jerri ns 
are taken at night on the ground they have trawled over bv day. He cannot say that t » 
the want of trawling that has made the fish to fail. On the east coast of Scotland the 
haddocks have also failed ; he cannot attribute it to the trawling being prohibited, me 
haddocks used to be taken outside the limits. 

To Captain Brabazon.— Every year, as far as he sees, the fish come in at this time ^>f 
year to the shoal water. They spawn in about 15 fathoms; the shoaler the e 
June to November. The dabs are not got in deep water. He never takes any fish m ms 
trawl that is not of use. The Ringsend boats are too big for the bay ; they would ground, 
there is no room for them. Large trawlers could not come in much here ; ^ boat omy 
draws 7 % feet. There are seven or eight such boats in Balbriggan ; their c raug 
is seven to eight feet. The Dublin trawlers draw 10 to 12 feet. If there was b , , 
on trawling, the Balbriggan boats would come in, but not at all ^mes^ 



answer. They would not sweep it for two or three months ; they would n ^ L s .^ 1 e P ^ r ttr J[ 
clean; no danger of overfishing J ' 

during the year. 



He 



does not think it should be prohibited any time 



Cross-examined. -Between Jane and November the fish are ia the shoal TC f er „ a "lS° °? 
to the deep. Thinks, in his opinion, it would do no hurt to a low every person to fish thr 
the year round and continuously, and believes it from his knowledge o y = 
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He never found spawn in his trawl. About 17 years ago, when the trawlers were trawling 
was mad ^ ^ ^ ° f ^ and never got any worth taking since the bye-lav? 

Cross-examined. — Knows Tom Smith comes here for haddock in winter. He pn„w 
bring the quantity he gets often under his arm. ma 

To Captain Brabason .— Thinks where fish spawn, the trawl could not be used. He takes 
up spawn on herring nets on rough ground ; herrings spawn on rough ground outside The 
plaice and turbot spawn m deep water, on mud, in from 12 to 30 fathoms. When trawlino- 
m shallow water before the bye-law, he never took fish in a spawning state. In deen water 
he finds the spent fish. p «<uer 

The wading nets are used from the Nannywater to Balbriggnn. He would trawl n 
quarter of a mile outside these nets. None of the Balbriggan boats now use lono- lines* 
they use hand lines. When trawling he never did damage to the lines. When thev see 
the buoys of the lines they keep clear of them. Whelks for bait are exported from Bal 
bri»»an ; the poor gather them up and sell them. He has not followed the herring fishing 
tins year ; is not able to get the material ; is too poor. & ® 

fisWiMn tai ” Is not aware of 1,16 existence of a society to lend money to 

britga P n eSent thCTe ‘ S n<>t mUCh leSS tha “ 300 En S lisb fishermen herring fishing at Bal- 

The Skerries men are not even' carrying now ; it failed ; did not pay them. He never saw 
a great destruction of small fish by the Ringsend trawlers. P 1 ■ r aw 

Cross-examined.— He was often at low-water mark, and saw plenty of fry of fish there 

ftom'tl” 6 f yea 7 3 S i"‘ B fish; turbol > sole ond P hice - He believes the fry 5 have come in 
rom the deep where they were spawned. In deep water, where ibe ground is disturbed hv 

Tl'a , ey Wl ' 1 the , H tl,ere ; olled "P in sca -"-“ d fa ‘he net, and therefore he thing 
from on To 'f ,i r ° m 1 ,e . dee P' He . h “ taken the fey in the sea-weed, in his own trawl in 
from -0 to]- fathoms; size not two niches long. He would not find that small fish in the 

has hem T ^ a ‘- a ‘r tm ' e ° f fte y ea ','; T1,e q^ity of fish, both by line-men and* trawlers 
has been decreasing for some years all along the east coast. irawiers, 

Petek Levinge. 

stopped h’he iHr Hewaf u H ?* d ! , hi r S '’““f is 25 tons ' when trawling was 

to makp if Thor 2 f maae ; He ls striving to make a living, but is scarcely able 
we“tm -°o l% LT ShT, yl,, S wrecled at Cfaghe.'^ Head fortant of Egf ££ 

up. They could not affbr'd to keep f?,' 1 '' pe °P ,e H" 1 give tlle “ 

bvF-law.- Thara i u p men ooats. All these boats were employed before the 

Scioto *2 h n e 4 one boat now 

and wadino- or foot nets The line ficV a 1 ^ iri S= a J 1, fisbes with lines also, and herring 
both haddock, C0d°‘ idling ^ they mSS\r: e n £ W**? ^ tke ‘f ‘ lbree years > 
failure ; cannot make it out He^oef not th nk fh P° eE , 1101 know tbe cause of 111,5 

used to trawl over the same ground d.i , .v ‘i lat * nlw,m S, keeps away the fish; they 
to go over the same oround ^The t n j a ^ ke ^ ve times a *iay, and niade it his business 

‘heVth ^StS andthe fl5i ‘ “ akeS » “* A ‘ 

being mmovXt' they m hav° e f small' ‘boalrViTTlT ° bje f ‘° the trTOlin ? b °™ da 'y 
it removed. The men are in n var a ° tkei ® m tke town would wish to have 

the trawling y£ “ m ov ed tbe or seven years. If 

bundles offish not fit for anyone’s usT taken IwTha fisIlin S- He has seen 
and is sure these small nets are iniurinns meshed foot-nets along the coast, 

size of a shilling. They pick out the larm^S tak j E I 1C1 ab “ nda -uce of small fish not the 
where they are all lost. ^H e knew a viri ge j tbr0 "' die. small ones on the beach, 
is broken up since He follows no t d” na ? led Bel ‘° n ’ 11 years ago ; had a boat then ; it 
Cross-examined — He to wLd but flshin S 5 baa no land, 

killed as fine plaice and turbot as ever £™ da ^ ^ Bay ’ and Ter y S"® fish in it. He has 
Quay to the outer buoy He made two 'l'™ t0 flVE P. 001lds eaob > from Giles ’ 

was made, but the wind failed Has * ’r' C a , scra P e m the bay since the law 

Bay by accident, and Daid , 1 ... . ‘ken away lines three or four times in Drogheda 
buoyed he could avoid them wljf trawlmg^ 4 ° ““ 13 S ‘ If tlle lines were P ro P erl y 

also 1 ’ttaitSmigUbe ^ 'iT'? tbat,ha *»»1« take too much fish, and 

are shot. Thejj 1“ kaa P ‘ ba lines when they 

in each, to 11 linemen and two tr 1 2 ^ e£us a go than now; from 19 boats with six men 

lines; five men i the ^ trawlers ^ Z T' Ther ? are six men each boat with the 

trawlers, because they have no winches in the trawlers. 

T . . r James Smith. 

bye-law was made commenced ? avV v r u ? w ' Has fisk ed in Dundalk Bay before the 
He commenced trawling in 1831, aud continued it for 20 years. One 

part 
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part of the season, say from April to September or October, he trawled generally, and 
followed hooking after that during the winter. Has often taken 3 l. and 4/. worth of fish 
after 24 hours’ trawling in bay. He never saw any failure in the fishing before the bye-law, 
by either linemen or trawlers. There was no falling off; the fish was increasing in the bay. 
Sometimes, when an east breeze of wind would throw in the seaweed, he would not get any 
fish. Since the bye-law was made he took two trials at night about two years after the law, 
and lost a trawl by the rack and sand. Took away the net, the ground was so dirty ; he 
did not try it since ; got no fish to signify. The last three or four seasons the long line-men 
were getting very few fish ; they are very poor. He recollects when he would get 30 or 40 
pair of soles of a night, but of late years they are not getting much at all. He follows the 
salmon fishing now, and the long lines in winter ; has no land ; is exclusively a fisherman ; 
he knows the foot nets that are used ; there are about 10 belonging to Clogher.' They take a 
very large quantity of small fish, quite unfit for food ; they use them for bait. They take 
large quantities of small fish that are not even fit for bait, they are so small ; they are left 
on the strand and die. Thinks that mode of fishing very injurious. He does not know 
anything so destructive on that part of the coast. He has taken spawn in his trawl; believes 
it was spawn; the largest quantity off Clogher Head, in 10, 11, and 12 fathoms of water; 
sometimes took it up in shallow water, in lumps, but no form of a fish ; in July, August, and 
September the largest quantity. He has only got a few small fish in the deep water in the 
rack. He thinks it would be very hard to trawl the bay now ; it was always subject to 
weeds, because he used to take it up in the trawl, and believes the bay is now full of 
weeds. Believes there is a large quantity of very fine fish now in the bay ; he does not 
think the large fish take the bait. 

Cross-examined.— His boat is broken up now. He continued to keep it up for three or 
four years after the bye-law, but was obliged at last to give it up. 

To Captain Brabazon . — Believes the Dublin trawlers do mischief by taking away the 

^The more trawling in Dundalk Bay the mo>’e fish he has seen. Has seen 12 boats 
trawling in the bay at one time, 16 or 17 years ago, and the hind boat got as much as the 
first. Believes the Dublin trawlers are doing mischief. They trawl on some banks where 
the fish are spawning, between Lamb Bay and Holyhead ; thinks that there they do mis- 
chief. The small boats would also do mischief there. The Dublin boats could not trawl 
in Dundalk Bay; there is no scope for them, and their gear is too heavy. 



Laurence Gorman. 



Clogher Head fisherman, since he was able to go to sea ; trawling and line fishing; he 
works in a trawler at present belonging to Balbriggan ; the size about 26 to 30 tons ; she is 
well found; continues to trawl outside the limits ; took a scrape in Dundalk Bay about two 
years ago ; from Giles’ Quay to the bar; it was by day. He did not get a great deal of 
fish ; very little fish, but a great deal of dirt. He was trawling only about an hour ; it was 
fine fish ; nothing but plaice. The line-men were getting a little plaice too, but very little ; 
thinks if the breeze had held he would have got more fish. It was very dirty, for he got 
half the full of the net of rack ; a great deal of dirt ; the trawling would clear the bay ; the 
cleaner the ground the better for fish ; they will then set into it. Thirty-five years ago he 
trawled in the bay ; at that time it was clean ; he does not know now what state the bay is 
in. When he trawled about two years ago the lines were shot, and he took none ot them 
away. 

Samuel Thompson. 



Coast-guard at Soldiers’ Point. Was stationed at Clogher Head for nearly seven years; 
left Clogher about 10 years ago ; was there at the last inquiry; he has seen the fisher- 
men bringing in their fish constantly, and they are getting less every year, or sonie J® * 
He has seen the wading nets used along the coast ; saw some pretty good fish taken, but 
great quantities of small plaice, turbot, &c., not fit for any use ; believes t ley weie g ve 
the pigs. He saw himself a large quantity not fit for even halt; one man swore he saw over 
two millions taken by one of these nets. There is a very small quantity of nsh coming tom 
the fishermen now ; before the bye-law, he saw 30 times as much; lias seen 20 score ot One 
prime fish taken by one trawl boat, all good marketable fish. Very seldom you would -ee 
any rubbish or small fish with the trawler ; he has had no opportunity lately of seeing any 

of them fishing outside. , , . <* _ •n 1 , n( ia11r 

Cross examined. — Of a clear night he has often seen the trawlers coming in from Dundalk 
Bay with all their fine fish. 



Joseph Farrell. 

One of the Harbour Commissioners. Recollects when trawling wy earrmd cm m the hay. 
The Dundalk people had a trawler of their own; a large quantity of i ““ J" °"S h 

in, and a very fine good size, and the line-men nsed to begetting plenty 
He knows of his own knowledge the line-men were then getting large T™ 1 ’ 1 ”®’ 
ablv more than now For 11 years the market of Dundalk has been comple elv exhausted , 
the people canno°'get a dinne/of a Friday now ; believes that taput « to 

fish the bay if the line removed. He believes all the trawlers v0 “ , believes ’a com- 
bay is noted for superior fish, and that wonld have no injurious tendency, believes com 
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pany will be formed to trawl the bay, if the line removed ; believes that to remove it would 
not be injurious to the fishing, but the reverse; Dundalk Bay is noted for superior fish • the 
old steamers used to trawl coming m, and used to get a large quantity of vefy fine fish. ^ 

Francis Prendergast. 

® lackrock fishermsin ; lives by it exclusively ; nothing bat line fishing; is line fishier 
30 seats ; generally from low-water mark to 25 fathoms, off the bar of Carlingford- 
been tn the habit of hshmg n Bandalk Bay, between Giles's Quay and the olter rock 
fi.htng inside the limns t mostly; m winter times he goes outside for liaddock and cod and 

years mm L fi r en T d ( ?°f her; the are " ot off than t“ y were “o 

there h ? fl-hes wrth a yawl with fire men; there are eight of them at Blackrock 

honks ' w' t 7 "l V'* 10 yearS a F° ; he fi8hes wi,h l0 "g lines ia al >° a I »ater ; SaddS’ 
nooks, bait, lug, buckles, razors, cock oysteis, whelks. The boats at Tilartrn/O- „ , a 

ment besides fishing ; when fish are scarce, they are employed by any one • from AnrilT 
September they fish for soles every night; they shoot then- lines, and perhaps stop out with 
them, oi, in case of storm, will leave them there till next moraine*; there inav he on r 
boats out at a tune, eight from Blackrock, six from Annagassen, 24 from Gileses Quav “a 
trawler might come and take away their lines ; that is all the line-men dread ■ the lin 
would not get as much fish if the trawlers were allowed to fish ; the plaice will take !? 11 

finl^l^C nr"? 1 " 5 th6y * ate U "?“* tha " ‘ his fe- tt ofApraVt 6 

-s-ittrcri 1 

had better times befonTthe W w ™ g ’ L awlers use ? to work night and day; they 

if.be bay »-* - “ ^ ^ 

Patrick Gaffney. 

* a pa ' d ™ner of a fishing smack in 
ing; the men consider trawli™ k.! • • , ! , t( ? ns re {? iste, ‘ 5 does not undei stand trawl- 

his life; mischief was don- a in° the channel lh f fisi . 1 , ng; he never saw a trawl twice shot in 
the Dublin trnwlera rave tom! the ’I'T., 4 ' 16 t '' aW ' lirs wmk in 35 10 « fathoms; 
fishing along that const failed within five vJn Ca ? §6t n ° there now 5 liaddock 

are killed outside ; they blame the English trawlem fbrTt aCC ° Unt ° r lt > Un ' eSS the s P awn 

ing;Ts'b™Tabl b t y e|ht^eM^r s”p°£f s laTo ™ >° a boat trawl- 

the channel, between Lamb Bav and HnM d 10 , to 13 Ia,llnms l the Dublin boats in 
ia 40 to 55 fcthomJ, h« d“™ y S Skf?’,hr 9 |‘ I T , the mi5Cl ; ie, ' ; the trawling there, 
come into was eight fathoms- he .mid * f sboalest water he ever knew them to 
water, it would lfa?e the ZZ ktt a^h d"°‘ S “ y ’ ' f " ere ali< ” red in tlle ^ 

s 7‘f tl>! D “blin trawlers would come in • hj^lns ’&■ hS”!" 1 ' n* Bi “ y open ’ , lle could not 
of fish this year; no boats brought on t... ’ la - “ , m Dunmore, and got a cargo 

very plenty; he never found them P m I tllis y ear i the fish were 

some of the trawlers were working at D P “ , tIlaa * hls y ea >' i both cod and ling; 
trawling off Dunmore has not inimed iwT”’ b'? 6 all , the ,,sh were s0 plentiful; the 
is his boat. " JUred lhelr lar S e there; the “ Anna of Malahide ” 



v^ahvjl, ne-examined. 

is trawl ? Dundalk Ba y- SP- of ground 

100 tons. t0 ° shoal - There are lai 'ge trawl-boats in Dublin, from 40 to 

James M'Groathee, of Blackrock. 

of it himself; butbdteves it ' VaS * lr ^ v, 1 er ’ or on board one; knows nothing 

boat when a trawler took part of the lines ^0US, a ? d tlat ^ey must take fry; he was in a 
satisfaction. The ; . h , e saw ker off ^ lines, but could get no 

they cannot avoid taking them awav and d n ; n j 6 — 1068 , J " V H'gltt. and if the trawlers come 
hues if they are allowed to come into the^ty VoTtirel h r kn °' TB the J r 5 iU take awa y their 
was more haddock taken than last veal- ■ hf imt tae . la9t se ™ or e 'ght years there never 
man last year, he got very fine haddock all through the winter; 

he 
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he had to send them to Dublin, as the gentlemen of Dundalk would not buy them ; turbot 
are full as plenty as ever in shoal water, and the plaice are as plenty, only smaller; fish is 
dearer for the last 10 or 12 years ago than formerly; haddock go from 10 to 12 and 3 ibs. ; 
the men are not better off than 12 or 15 years ago, although fish is as plenty, and price 
higher; he attributes the increase of fish lately to the ground being protected from trawling; 
the Dundalk people will not give the price for the fish, and then they complain of the 
scarcity; there are two factors here, and they buy up the fish and send them into the 
different markets; loads of fish are coming into the Dundalk market; at Clogher Head 
they are getting fine fish there now ; there are 42 fishermen at Blackrock ; they sometimes 
take turbot with hook and bait, but principally by the spears. 



Michael Matthews. 

A line fisherman, at Annagassen ; knows nothing of trawling ; follows long lines alto- 
gether, and dragging nets sometimes along the shore ; is a long line fisher 30 years ; in his 
time both long lines and draw nets did well; the trawling and draw nets did the harm to 
the fishing ; they are not getting as much fish now as 12 or 20 years ago ; a great falling 
off in the quantity four or five years ago; about three years ago it commenced to get better; 
wading nets take a great quantity of fry, and the people feed their pigs with them : he owns 
one of these nets himself, and is using it for 30 years, and considers it very injurious; about 
20 years ago be was out hauling, and met a trawler, and saw him take in his trawl a great 
quantity of fry, which was all killed; thinks the draw nets do the most mischief; believes 
die quantity of fish taken now is not so great as 20 years ago, and trawling does the 
harm. 

(signed) T. F. Brady. 



Dundalk Bay, and East Coast. 

Sir, Fishery Office, 12 September 1S62. 

At the late inquiry, held at Dundalk on the 12th ultimo, into the fisheries of 
Dundalk Bay, evidence was given that great destruction of fish takes place along 
the coast, by the use of wading or foot nets, by which, to use the words of one 
witness, millions of young fish are destroyed, being hauled up on the beach and 
left to die, or else given to the pigs. 

These nets are draft nets, having a very small mesh ; one end is kept on the 
shore, and the other is taken out by men wading, or in a boat, and brought round 
again to the beach, and then hauled in. It is the opinion of almost every one, 
even the very persons who use these nets, that they are most destructive and 
injurious to the fisheries. I would, therefore, beg to recommend for the Boards 
approval, that a bye-law should he made, prohibiting the use of these nets along 
the east coast. 

I am, &c. 

Thomas F. Brady. 

E. Hornsby, Esq. 
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